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About this time they were delivered to Mohun Persaud,
and Nuncomar was arrested on the 6th May. How was
Hastings, who was previously ignorant of the dispute, to
get it up and prepare to commence proceedings in the
course of ten or twelve days ? There is not the smallest
proof, there is not even any suggestion that Hastings ever
made any such investigations personally, or by a solicitor.
In the trial for conspiracy, Hastings was examined as to
his connection with the prosecution for forgery. He em-
phatically denied it. No question was asked as to whether
he had made any such inquiries as must have been made,
whether he had employed or advised with any solicitor or
whether he had paid or guaranteed the expenses, whether
he had taken any steps to get up evidence, &c. In
short, no one act or omission on his part was alleged or
suggested by the counsel who cross-examined him to
show that, notwithstanding his denial, he in fact was
the "real mover" in the prosecution. In so small a
society any such proceedings on his part would have been
reported to the parties concerned, and might have been
brought to light by cross-examination.

Consider for a moment the only specific suggestion
ever made about Hastings's part in the prosecution. Mr.
Beveridge suggests that Hastings or his friends " sub-
orned " Mohun Persaud to prosecute. Is this likely ?
Mohun Persaud, as Nuncomar himself said, was Nunco-
mar's bitter enemy, and his enmity was independent of,
and as far as appears unconnected with, any which may
have been felt by Hastings, and there would therefore be
no difficulty as to his motive for prosecuting^ Nuncomar
even if it had not been explained. In the second place
(which is much more important, and to my mind decisive)